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The SCOTCH RIDDLE. 


O convince you, Sir, of that Miſtake which ſome People 
labour ſo earneſtly to poſleſs you, and others with, that 
the delay of ſettling the Hannover Succeſſion in Scot- 

land, and the oppoſition made there, to the preſent Sheme of 
Union, proceeds from the averſion of the Scots to come into the 
ſame Succeſſion with England, and to entertain an inviolable 


Friendſhip with our Nation ; I ſhall acquaint you with ſome un- 


deniable matters of Fact, that may be worth your conſidera- 
tion, and which, to me, do evidently prove, that the ſtops that 
have been hitherto put to the ſettlement of the Succeſſion there, 
are not all chargeable upon the People of Scotland. 

I ſhall begin with the firſt Seſſion of Parliament there, after 


' King Milliam's Death, wherein it's to be obſerv'd, That, tho? 


there was no mention of the Succeſſion in her Majeſty's Letter, 
or in the Speeches of her. Miniſters to the Parliament, yet a 
Bill for an Oath to Abjure the St. German's Pretender carried 


a firſt Reading; but how it came afterwards to be quaſh'd the 


D-— of Q—— and his Friends, ought, I think, to account 


for; fince there is no Doubt to be made, but it might have 


had the Royal Aſſent, and would have pav'd the Way to the 
Settlement of the Succeſſion, by the delay of which, the King- 
dom of Scotland lies under ſo much Blame, and the Peace of 


both Nations is ſubject to ſo much Danger. 


I muſt alſo acquaint you with a very remarkable Defeat the 
Settlement of the Succeſſion had in the firſt Seſſion of this pre- 
ſent Parliament in 1703. which, to the beſt of my Information, 
and I had it from very good Hands, was thus. The D— of 
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92 — ;ropos'd to the Earl of Marchmont, who was Chancel- 
lar of Scotland in Ring William's Time, but laid aſide ſoon after his 
Death, that they ſhould, together, uſe their endeavours to form 
a Party that Seſſion for Settling the Succeſſion. The Earl, who 
isa ſtanch Revolution-Man, trankly undertook it on Condition 
of Limitations and Secreſie, till the Party was form'd, and the 
Project ripen'd, and that nothing of this Concert betwixt them 
ſhould be talk'd of till they mutually agreed to it ſhould. The D— 
of Q. promis'd this upon ſuch Secreſie as is uſual betwixt 
Perſons of Honour; the Earl applied himfelf with great Dili- 


— 


gence, and previl'd with about thirty of the Country Party to 


come intꝭ the Deſign, made a Report of it to the D—, and 
deiir'd an Account of what he had done, which was juſt nothing 


at all. He gave ſome Excuſes for it, with a Promiſe of purſu- 


ing the Deſign however, and keeping the Secret; but in a ſhort 
time after, when the Earl came into the Houſe one Morning, 
he was told of his Project by ſome of the Country Party, who 
charg'd him with a Deſign to break them: His Lordſhip was 


much ſurpriz'd to find himſelf thus Betray'd, and endeavour'd 


to evade the Thing : And while he was diſcourſing the Point, 
the D. being Commiſſioner, mounted the Throne, which put an 
end to the Converſation at that time. We may readily imagin 
that the E. muſt needs be uneaſie till he had an opportunity of 
reſenting this Treatment, which he did when the Houſe roſe, 
by going immediately to the D. and charging him with his 
breach of Promiſe, &c. The D. not knowing how to deny it, 
laid the Blame of divulging it upon another great Miniſter, to 
which the E. gave ſuch a reply as was to be expected from a Per- 
ſon of his Zeal and Honour, and gave the D— ſuch a Rebuke, 
as I don't care to repeat. | 
On the 6th of September following, the E. that he might ſhew 
himſelf not to be aſham'd of his Project, which was thus un- 
happily Betray'd before it could be brought to bear, gave in an 


c 


Overture (as they call it) by way of Act, for Settling the Succeſ- 


ſion upon the foot of Limitations. 
This Propoſal being given in, occaſion'd very great Debates 
and Heats in the Houſe, and was Scandalouſly Treated and 
thrown Out, the Courtiers not having thought fit to join in it. 
Yet during that ſame Parliament, they ſuffer'd an Act of Peace 
and War to paſs, by which it is EnaQed, © That after the De- 
© ceaſe of her Majeſty and failing Heirs of her Body, no Perſon 
being King or Queen of Scotland and England, ſhall have the 
© ſole Power of making War with any Prince, Potentate or State, 
© whatever, without conſent of Parliament, and that no Declara- 
© tion of War without ſuch Conſent, ſhould be binding on the 
Subjects of that Kingdom. | | ä 5 
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' The deſign of this. Ac appears by Mr. Fletcher's Draught of 
an AR of Security, and his Speeches in that Parliament, to have 
been to free them from the Prerogative (as he expreſſes it) of 
Engliſu Miniſters over their Nation, and their Dependance upon 
the Court of. England, which, he ſays, is the Cauſe of all their 
Grievances, comprehends them all, and is the Band that tics up 

the Bundle. | TG | 
Now this being told ſo plainly and openly in Parliament about 
the 22d of June, and that Act not receiving the Royal Aſſent, 
till the iſt of September following, it can ſcarcely be reckon'd a 
Surprize upon the Miniſtry of either Nation, and conſidering 
the Power of the Scorch Miniſtry to defeat the other Limitations 


propoſed, and what Mr. Fletcher faid of the Prerogative, the 


Engliſb Miniſtry had over their Nation; its ſtrange that an Act 
which was look'd upon to be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence 
to England, even by thofe that are now moſt for the Union, 
ſhould have had the Royal Aſſent, eſpecially when the Conſe- 
quences of this Act to England, were plainly own'd by Mr. Fletch- 
er in his Speech above mention'd ſo long before paſſing that 
Act, viz. * That Engliſh Councils might not hinder the Acts of 
© their Parliaments, from receiving the Royal Aſſent, that they 
© might not be engag'd without their Conſent in the Quarrels 


# © we might have with other Nations; that we might not obſtruct 


the meeting of their Parliaments, nor interrupt their Sitting; 
© that they might not ſtand in need of Poſting to London for Places 


* and Penſions, by which whatever Parliament Men may get, 


© the Nation muſt always be a Loſer ; nor apply for the Re- 
© medies of their Grievances to a Court, where for the moſt 
© part none are to be had. 6:3 
And in another Paper Printed at Edinburgh, on that occaſion 
entitul'd A Speech in Parliament*, touching Communication of 
Trade. The Deſign of the Act is expreſs'd thus. That our 
© Neighbours of England muſt either be oblig'd and over-aw'd, 
© to continue to us our communication of Trade, thereby to en- 
© gage us in their Quarrel. Or otherwiſe if they ſhould rob us of 
© our communication of Trade we ſhall ſtand Neuters in the 
* War, and ſhall thereby reap a vaſt advantge 
And Indeed I cannot but obſerve, that this AX of Peace and 
War carries Difficulties along with it, not eaſie to be reſolved 
by any Engliſh Man. It has been taken notice of in our Parlia- 
ment, by Perſons of all Parties as an Act of the greateſt Dang- 
er imaginable to England, to ſuch a degree, that a Gentleman of 


the long Robe did not ſcruple to ſay in the Houſe of Commons 


(as I have heard) that if any Engliſhman adviſed or conſent- 


dd to that Act, he was guilty of little leſs then Treaſon, and 


ſome great Lords in the Houſe of Peers were ſo apprehenſive of 
| Kr A this 
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this, that they openly declared that tho? they were then in the | 
Miniſtry they gave no Advice or Conſent relating to the paſſing {| 


that Act. Now how it came to paſs that the Influence of Engliſh 


Councils and Miniſtry, that had Intereſt enough to defeat an 


Act of the Parliament of Scotland, for eſtabliſhing their Com- 


pany Trading to Africa and the Indies to the almoſt Ruin of that 


Kingdom, and which gave the firſt Riſe to all the after Fer- 
ments in that Nation, ſhould either conſent to, or not be able to 


| hinder the paſſing of this Act of Peace and War, when we 


know their Power was much greater than the Power of the Mi- 
niſtry that defeated that Act was, is that which ſome time or 
other I hope will be worth enquiring into. As alſo how it came 


to paſs that the Ad of Succeſſion ſhould be ſo much bafled as 


it was this Seſſion, if the D. of Q. and the Miniſtry had been 


as much for it, as they were for the Act of Peace and War. 


For its impoſſible, I think for any Man to believe that an Act 
of ſuch mighty Conſequence ſhould ever be conſented to, with- 


out Advice here, eſpecially ſince not one Scots Miniſter of Note 
was here when the Act was paſs'd. And its an old Maxim I have 
learned from a very great Man in his juſt and Modeſt Vindicati- 


on of the Proceedings of the two laſt Parliaments of K. Charles 
the 2d. © That there be many things plain and evideat beyond 
© the Teſtimony of Witneſſes. which yet can never be prov'd 
© in a legal Way, and that when ever Affairs are ill miniſtred, 
© the Parliament acting as the Kings great Council, they neceſ- 
< farily muſt and always have charged thoſe who had the Admi- 
© niſtrationof Affairs in the Kings Ear as the Authors of them; 
© if this way of repreſenting things, were not allowed, its but 
© to whiſper Councils and Men are ſafe. | 

I muſt allow that Learned Gentleman Mr. Fletcher to be right 
in his Obſervation, That this Act does weaken the Power and 
Influence of the Engliſh Miniſtry over Scotland whenever it does 


take place, but yet I can't but obſerve that this Act does not 


take place till after her Majeſties Demiſe, which may be an Ar- 
8 with ſome People for an Union, for I never yet ſaw a 

iaiſtry but were willing to perpetuate their Power if poſſible z 
ſo that what Power and Influence, they were in danger of loſing 
after the Queens Demiſe, by this Act of Peace and War, they 
have again retriev'd if ever the two Nations come to be conſoli- 
dated; and perhaps that's none of the leaſt Reaſons, why it was 
preſs'd by the Miniſtry of Scotland with ſo much Violence. 
It was alſo obſervable, That in that ſame Parliament, about the 
I6th of September, an Act allowing the Importation of all ſorts 
of Wines and other Foreign Liquors was paſs'd, tho' the Duke 
of Hamilton and others, proteſted againſt the allowing the Im- 
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ſions. The French would not receive our Goods in time of Peace, 


( | 
Majeſty, inconſiſtent with the grand Alliance wherein ſhe is en- 
gag'd, and prejudicial to the Honour, Safety, Intereſt and 
Trade of the Kingdom. And the Marqueſs of Tweedale in the 
Name of the Country Party, offered an equivalent, if the 
Courtiers would drop the Bill: Mr. Fletcher made alſo ſeveral 
Speeches againſt it, wherein he has theſe remarkable Expreſ- 


© upon equal Terms with thoſe of other Nations, which oblig'd 
eus to forbid their Wines; ſhall we now take them at a double 
© yalue in time of War, or are we become greater Friends to 


T8 © France now, in a time of open War, than we were before in 
time of peace? But it ſeems no Wine will pleaſe us, but that 
b of a Country, againſt which we are in actual War, and 
e which uſes us ill both in Peace and War. One would have 


FX © thought that the paſt Services of a Nation which has more 
ZZ © than once ſav'd that baſe People from Ruin, might have 
"*# © oblig'd them to make a more favourable uſage of us; but the 


World will ſay we are yet a baſer People than they, if whilſt 
TX © they continue to ſuppreſs our Trade, we repeal a Law for 
which we have now more and better Reaſons than when we 
made it. To repeal ſuch a Law in time of War, will ſound 
22X © admirably well in England and Holland, ſince it is no leſs than 
aa direct Breach of our Alliance with thoſe Nations, a formal 
ZX © Renunciation of any Advantages we may pretend to in a Trea- 
3X © ty of Peace, and exactly calculated to inform the World of the 
"XX © Inclinations of our Miniſters: , | 


No Man in this Houſe can be ignorant that this Act will not. 


only open a Trade and Correſpondence with France, contra- 


© ry to the Declaration of War and our own ſtanding Laws, but 


Pha that the Deſign of thoſe who promote the paſſing this Act, 
mis to have a Trade directly with France, and Bribe Men: to 


© betray our Liberty. If any Juſtice were to be found in this 
* Nation, the adviſers of theſe things had been long ſince brought 
to a Scaffold. | 6. By 

7 It ſeems a very ſtrange neglect in thoſe, among us, who 
= fuper-intend the Affairs of Scotland to ſuffer a general Indemfli- 
ty to'paſs in that Kingdom, before the Meetingof the Parliament, 


2 


which brought over many People from St. Germans, and gave 
them opportunity to promote that Intereſt, as appear'd ſoon 
after by the Scorch Plot; and to ſuffer that Parliament to con- 
*# clude with an Act for opening a Trade with France, which has 
continued betwixt that Nation and Scotland ever ſince, and opens 
arfree and uninterrupted Correſpondence betwixt the Court of 
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St. Germans and the diſaffected Party in both Kingdoms, be- 
daes the opportunity it gives them of Exporting Engliſh 
Wool ſtole over the Borders, together with their Scorch 
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er 
Wool to France. But that which makes it more ſtrange, is, 
that the weight of the Miniſtry ſhould have carried that Act 
after ſuch ſinart Speeches, and a Proteſtation againſt it, and 
a proffer of an Equivalent to the Courtiers to drop it. 
It is no leſs ſtrange, that in this ſame | arliament the Mini- 
ſtry ſhould .have allow'd ro make void the Commiſſion for treat- 
ing of an Union with England, and diſcharging any other Commiſ- 
fron for that End without their conſent ; but I ſhall leave this mat- 
oe now till I have done with the Succeſſion, and then ſhall re- 
ume it. | | ad | | 

Its proper here alſo to obſerve, that in this Seſſion of Par- 

liament, which met about the 6th of May 1703, there was no men- 
tion made of the Succeſſion in her Majeſty's Letter, or the Speeches 
of her Miniſters, which ſhews plainly, that the Union was not 
35 | then in View. | 125 
WH | The next defeat the Succeſſion met with was in the Seſſion 


4 of Parliament held by the Marqueſs of Tweedale as Commiſſioner, 

3.4 * 7 | 4 + : ; N 7, . „ 
$7 which begun about the 6th of July 1704, tho” her Majeſty recom- 
K 7 mended the ſame in her Letter thus: VV 
Wi The main thing that we recommend to you, and which we 


recommend to you with all the Earneſtneſs we are capable of, 
is the ſettling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, as that 
Y * which is abſolutely neceſſary for your own Peace and Quietneſs, 
E " as well as our Quiet and Security in all our Dominions, for 1 
T8 the Reputation of our Affairs Abroad, and conſequently for 
1 (the ſtrengthning the Proteſtant Intereſt every where. This 
1 © has been our fix'd Judgment and Reſolution ever ſince we 
It © came to the Crown, and tho' hitherto Opportunities have not 
1 4 anſwer'd our Intention; matters are now come to that paſs 
5 by the undoubted Evidences of the Deſigns of our Enemies, 
1 © that a longer delay of ſettling the Succeſſion in the Prote- 
. | ©ſtant Line may have very dangerous Conſequences ; and a 
1 «< Diſappointment of it would infallibly make that our King- 
© Jom the Seat of War, and expoſe it to Devaſtation and Ruin. 
Her Majeſty adds afterward, as to the Terms and Conditions 
of Government with regard to the Succeſſion ; * We have im- 
. | © power d our Commiſſioner to give the Royal Aſſent to what 
0 in Reaſon can be demanded, and is in our Power to grant 
13 for ſecuring the Sovereignty and Liberties of that our ancient 
11 © Kingdom. A f ; 
1 Erbe Lord Commiſſioner and Chancellor in their Speeches 7 
1 to the Parliament, recommended the Succeſſion with the ſame 
Earneſtneſs as her Majeſty had done; and the Earl of Comartie, 
then Secretary of State, in his Speech to the ſame purpoſe, ſays, 
The Honour of being her Majeſty's Secretary obliges me to 
obviate and remove an Aſperſion on the Queen's Majeſty's _ 
- | 5 Our 
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* dour and Honour (if any ſuch Inſinuation be made) which is, that ſome 
could perſwade others to believe, that the Queen has a ſecret Will 
© jn the Affair now before us, contrary to her Expreſs Will reveal'd and 
© declar'd by her in her Royal Letter... My Lord, I am perſwaded ſhe 
© hates that Poſition in Theology, and 1 am certain ſhe, does ſo in her 
© Politicks ; and the reaſon of my certainty is this, that her Majeſty 
did command me, and I think, her other Servants, exprefly to aſſure 
© this Houſe, That nothing in her Service could pleaſe her better than 
if they ſhould believe and obey her in what ſhe propoſes in her Let- 
© ter, and nothing can diſpleaſe her more than to do otherwiſe. 
Its fit here alſo to obſerve, that our Houſe of Lords in their Addreſs 
to the Queen about the 29th of March 1704, relating to the Scotch Plot, 
offer'd it to her Majeſty as their Opinion, That nothing has given ſo 
© much Encouragement to their Enemies at Home and Abroad, to en- 
© ter into that deteſtable Conſpiracy, as that after her Majeſty, and the 
© Heirsof her Body, the immediate Succeſſion to the Crown of Scotland 
© is not declar'd to be in the Princeſs Sophia, and the Heirs of her'Body, 
© being: eie “ gn 00: 
Their Lordſhips add afterwards, And we do moſt heartily and unani- 
© mouſly aſſure your Majeſty, That when your wiſe Endeavours for ſetling the 
© Succeſſion in Scotland ſhall have taken the deſired Effect, we will do all in 
© our Power to promote an entire and complete Union between the two Kingdoms 
* of England and Scotland, for their mutual Security and Advantage. To 


which her Majeſty anſwer'd, 


© My Lords, I have ſome time ſince declar'd my Intentions of endea- 
_ * youring the Settlement of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in Scotland to my 
© Servants in that Kingdom, as the moſt effectual means for ſecuring their 
© Quiet and our own, and the readieſt way to an entire Union betwixt both 
© Kingdoms, in the perfecting of which its very deſirable no time ſhould be loſt. 
And here I can't but take notice how the Notion of the Union ſhould 
et ſo much the ſtart as it has done ſince of the Buſineſs of the Succeſſion, 
which her Majeſty ſays, Was the main thing ſhe recommended; and the want 
of which, the Lords in their Addreſs ſay, gave /o much Incouragement to 
Enemies at Home and Abroad to enter into that deteſtable Conſpiracy. It 
likewiſe deſerves Obſervation, that the Succeſſion was ſo much diſcoun- 
tenanc'd in the next Seſſion of the Scorch Parliament, as to give ground 
for what was complain'd of here'afterwards by a Peer in our Houſe of 
Lords, that the Perſons of the higheſt Quality, in that Kingdom, were 
kept in whilſt they appear d'againſt the Succeſſion, and turn'd out when 


- 4 


they were endeavouring to promote it. 


= And it ſeems as ſtrange to me, that this Union which was ſo gently 
touch'd in the Addreſs of the Lords, as the Conſequence of the Succeſ= 
ſion, and I think'femed tobe ſlighted till the Scotch Plot and Gibberiſh 
Letters were diſcover'd, ſhould be: ſo violently preſsd, and ſo much 
reter'd to the matter of the Succeſſion, which the Lords ſay was our 
Security; ſo that it looks like a ſtruggle of Policy; and a Man may well 
| ee | gy  : | admire 
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admire and ſay of it as the Midwife ſaid of Pharez, one of Judabbs 


unnatural Ofi-ſpring, Hom haſt thou broken forth, this Breach be upon 


thee? _ | ; | 

But to go on; when the Succeſſion came to be propos'd, it was ſhame- 
fully baffled and poſtpon'd by a Reſolve for putting it off till the Scors 
had a previous Treaty with England in Relation to Commerce, and 
other Concerns ; and tho? her Majeſty had laid her Commands with fo, 
much Earneſtneſs, as you have heard, upon her Servants to promote the 
Succeſſion; yet two Officers of State, a Commiſſioner of Treaſuryg a 
great many of the Council and Exchequer, with Collonels, Lieutenant 


Collonels, Majors, Captains, Farmers and Collectors of the Revenue, and 
Penſioners that had no Bread to eat, but what they receiv'd from her 


Majeſty, in all about thirty three, not only fell in with the abovemen- 
tlon'd Reſolve, but ſollicited others to do the like. And it's obſerva- 
ble, that ſome of thoſe who appear'd againſt the Succeſſion had but a 


very little before that time got into conſiderable Poſts ; and others of 


— 


them had receiv'd Penſions by means of D. ©. during the laſt Month 


of his then Miniſtry, and they could not conceal their Hopes of being 


further prefer'd and gratifi'd for defeating the Succeſſion in the Hands 


of the Marqueſs of Twedale, &c. upon which they aſſured themſelves 


D. Q. would be reſtor'd (as he afterwards was) and this made all thoſe 
who had any Expectations from him, concur in the deſign of baffling 


the Succeſſion. | „ 
There were ſome who likewiſe boaſted of Aſſurances from London of 


mighty Conceſſions in Favours of Scotland, in caſe the Matter were referr'd 


to a Treaty. This gave the finiſhing Blow to the Succeſſion, ' tho” the 


Marqueſs of Twedale and his Friends reckoned themſelves ſure of carry- 
ing it, there being 96 whom they thought they might have depended 
apon till that very day, it was put to the Vote, and the number was 


much greater before. 


From this it is reaſonable to conclude, that had thoſe whoſe concern 
it was to give her Majeſty faithful Advice in Ge put her upon 
making a more early and thorough Change in her Scotch Miniſtry, and 
advis'd to a better Choice of the Objects of her Bounty and Favour, the 
Succeſſion had been infallibly carried in that Seſſion of Parliament. 

But the baffling the Succeſſion was not all that was done in this Seſ- 
ſion to the prejudice of England; the Act of Security, which the Cour- 
tiers had Influence enough to hinder from having the Royal Aſſent the 
year before, tho' it was carried by 59 Votes, and had been debated 
with more Solemnity than any Act in Scotland for a hundred years paſt, 
had now the Royal Aſſent; upon leaving out the Clauſe, which made 
the Communication of Trade one of the Terms of their coming into 


the ſame Succeſſion with England; nor was there indeed any great Rea- 


ſon for the Scots to inſiſt upon that Clauſe, ſince they had carried a Reſolve 
to delay the Succeſſion till they had a Treaty with us relating to Com- 


merce and other things; ſo that England was very little oblig'd to the 


Courtiers 
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Courtiers for leaving out that Clauſe, which, by the way, its fit to be 
obſerv'd, was inſerted in the Act, that paſs'd the Houſe when the D. of ©. 
was Commiſſioner, by the Courtiers themſelves. And here it is proper 
to acquaint you, that I have very good Information that her Majeſty 
impower'd her Commiſſioner to give the Royal Aſſent to the old Acts of 


1 her Grandfather of Bleſſed Memory, in 1641. allowing the Scots, accord - 
ing to their old Conſtitution, to name their Judges, Privy Counſellors, 
a and Miniſters of State in Parliament, which the Country Party inſiſted 
4 on, and Mr. Hetcher made ſo many Speeches about, as the only way to 


free the Nation from the Prerogative and Slavery, as he ſomewhere calls 
it, of our Engliſh Miniſtry, and from being oblig'd to make Application 
ſometimes to Court Ladies. Eels CEE | 


Certainly its our concern to enquire how thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it is : 
to look to the Intereſt of England, ſuffered this Act to have the Royal 4H 
Aſſent. Was it not enough that the Scors had obtain'd an Act of having q 
Peace and War at their own Diſpoſal, but they muſt alſo have another to 4 
Arm and Diſcipline all their Men to make this Act good? Was there no 1} 
Danger in granting this Act to a Nation ſo much provok'd in the Affair . 
of their African Company, and Darien Colony, and who have made ſuch +» 
loud Complaints of their ill Treatment as they call it by us in their Liber- "oo 
ty, Trade and Religion, ever ſince the Union of the Crowns? Was not this 1 
the ready way to put them in a Condition to make Repriſals upon us for 
thoſe real or ſuppoſed Injuries, or at leaſt to oblige us either to maintain a 
ſtanding Army, or to Arm and Diſcipline our People in the ſame manner; 
the latter of which would have been as diſpleaſing to Courts formerly, as 
the other ever will be to the Country? and ſince the Scots Court did 
not think themſelves ſecure without ſuſpending the Exerciſe of that Act 
during this preſent Seſſion of Parliament, does not that ſufficiently juſtifie 
our Complaints and Apprehenſions of the Conſequences of that Act at 
all times to England, ſo long as Scotland has any real or pretended cauſe 
of diſcontent with us? EY | 


Our Houſe of Lords was ſo ſenſible of this, that about December 1704. 
they preſented an Addreſs to the Queen, which they begin thus, We, &c. 
having taken into our Conſideration divers Acts of Parliament lately 
ate Scotland, and duly weigh'd the many dangerous and pernicious 
Effects which are likely to follow from thence, as well in reſpe@ to the 
* Trade, as to th preſent and future Peace and Quiet of this Kingdom, 
have thought our ſelves indiſpenſibly oblig'd in Duty to your Majeſty 
and our Country, to proceed in the moſt ſerious and deliberate man- 
ner to conſider of the beſt Expedients for preventing and avoiding 
' ſuch great Evils ; and as in order to this End, we are, with all dili- 
Agence, preparing Bills, which in due time being offer'd to your 
Majeſty in a Parliamentary way for your Royal Approbation, we hope 
may prove of good effect; ſo we think our ſelves at preſent bound to 
| | G24 10 
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*reprefent to your Majeſty as our humble Opinion, that it's highly re- 
*quiſite for the Safety of this your Kingdom, that ſpeedy and effectual 
Orders ſhould be given for putting the Town of Nemcaſtle into a Con- 
x dition of Defence ; and for ſecuring the Port of Jinmouth; as alſo for 
e and ſtrengthning the Fortifications of , Berwick, Carliſie and 

* We do likewiſe beſeech your Majeſty, to cauſe the Militia of the 


four Northern Counties to be Diſciplin'd, ard to order the neceſſary. 


Care to be taken for providing them with Arms and Ammunition, that 
© they may be in a readineſs for ſervice upon occaſion : And we do fur- 
ther humbly adviſe your Majeſty, That a compleat number of your 
Regular Troops may be order'd to be kept upon the Northern Borders 
* of England, and in the North Parts of Ireland. IR ans 

To which her Majeſty anſwer'd, My Lords, I ſhall direct a ſurvey 


© to be made of the ſeveral Places mention'd in this Addreſs, in order 

© to lay it before the Parliament. What Forces can be ſpar'd from their 
* Attendance here, ſhall be quarter'd upon the Borders, as they were 
© laſt year. i | nes 7 : 


In purſuance. of this Addreſs a Law was afterwards made by our Par- 


liament to deprive the Scots of the freedom of Engliſhmen, to hinder 


their Cattle from coming into England; and our Lords reſolved, that 
Ships ſhould be appointed to hinder their Trade with our Enemies, and 


to prevent their Exporting of Wool. 


But there is another Clauſe in that Act relating to the Succeſſion, 


| Which concerns us very near, and is a heavy Charge upon any. Engliſh- 


man that adviſed or conſented to it, viz. Providing aways, that the 
© ſame be not Succeſſor to the Crown of England, unleſs that in this pre- 
© ſent Seſſion of Parliament, and any other Seſſion of this or any other 
* enſuing Parliament DURING HER MAJESTIES REIGN, 
© there be ſuch Conditions of Government ſettled and enacted, as ma 
* ſecure the Honour and Sovereignty of this Crown and Kingdom, an- 
© the Freedom, Frequency and Power of Parliaments, the Religion, Li- 
* berty and Trade of the Nation from Engliſh, or any Foreign Influence. 
Now this being carried in the Seſſion of Parliament which met in 1703. 
and not receiving the Royal Aſſent till the Seſſion of Parliament which 


met in 1704. Our Courtiers could not pretend Tenorance or Surprize in 


the matter ; and ſince the Lives of Princes are as much, if not more 


uncertain than the Lives of others, eſpecially where there are Pretenders 
to their Crowns, who make no ſcruple to Aſſaſſinate thoſe in Poſſeſſion ; 


the ſuffering this Clauſe to paſs, was to put it abſolutely in the Power 


of the Scots to refuſe coming into our Succeſſion, and to make uſe of the 
| 1 TY 4 pe c Thiils:: 
arming Clauſe granted them by this very Act, to make good their re- 


fuſal; and who is the Perſon that could aſſure us her Majeſty ſhould live 


ſo long, as bleſſed be God ſhe has done, after paſſing that Akt? 
That 


r I URI TR, 
Ape ere 234 * rr 2 "> GEE IE CEE (AR. a3. rr n 

N * 8 . 1 A; . Frys 23 * 2 CS * I DL. 5 5 25 tak — 0 n p< * 
— P 8 * 5 2 * 3 1 12 1 


ne” 


——_— — — = LL 


. 15 -A „ 
LH — TY © wm} „ 


9 » 82 4 
2 - 2 3 8 
* r 8 
LE LY * 

>. ba, 
2 

IR "* X - 

þ K 1 F 4 

* 8 1 * a * 


ration that it makes in the Deſcent of the Crown of Sretland ; for it is in 
effect a Bill of Excluſion, as it was called, to the Houſe of Hannover. By 
the Act of the Scotch Convention, their Crown was entail'd on Q. Mary, 
and the Heirs of her Body, and failing them on her preſent Majeſty, 

and the Heirs of her. Boqyʒ and. Rui { 

XZ Remainder went no further Þ@ that the Houſe of Hannover being the 

next Proteſtant Heirs, they had 4 Right to theCrown by the Prior Laws of 


4 the Crown of England ſettled upon them, which certainly ſhews the 
great Obligation that Court has, and the great Confidence they ought to 
put in ſome Miniſters, for excluding them of their then Right to the 


Scotch Crown by this Act of Security. 

Another Act which paſt in this Seſſion, was that for Exporting Wool, 
a thing which we have always been jealous of, as to our ſelves, and 
have endeavour'd to prevent by the ſevereſt Laws: And therefore it's 
ſtrange this ſhould not have met with effectual Oppoition, ſince,under 
pretence of Exporting their own Wool they Export ours, which is ſtole 
over the Borders, as has been already mention'd. And here it may be 
RE juſtly obſerv'd, that had half the pains been taken to ſettle the Succeſ- 
ſion, and to prevent the abovemention'd Acts that has been taken to 
FF preſs a conſolidating Union; the Settlement of the Succeſſion might 


have been effected with much more Eaſe and greater Satisfaction to 
both Nations; for there were no Addreſſes nor Riſings of the Peo- 
ple againft the Succeſſion, as there have been againſt the Conſolidating 
Union. 5 

The next thing to be taken notice of is, that after this Seſſion of Par- 


were moſt zealous for the Succeſſion, as the Marqueſs of Tweedale, E. of 
FKotbes, E. of Roxborough, E. of Selkirk, Lord Belhaven, Mr. Johnſtone, 
then Lord Regiſter, and Mr. Bally, of Jerriſmood, Lord Treaſurer De- 
puty, were laid aſide. The D. of 4. who was entruſted with the 
management of the next Seſſion of Parliament, having inſiſted upon it, 
but by whoſe advice, he is beſt able to account for. Upon this the D. 
Wot Q. came again into the Adminiſtration, which ſhews that the hopes 


the Privy-Council, as well as of the Miniſters of State; and mat- 
ters being thus . prepar'd, the next Seſſion of Parliament begun in 
=_ 75 Meg ads moos b loot s 7 bio ang 
Before the;Parliament met, the new Commſſioner appointed a meet- 
ing of ſeveral of the Miniſters for concerting Matters, at which the 
Marquiſs of Azandule, then, Secretary of State; and Mr., Cockburn of 
Ormeſtoun, Juſtice Clerk, were not Summon'd to aſſiſt for ſome. time. 
And when the other Miniſters and they did meet, they differ'd in their 
Opinions as to the Meaſures they ſhould follow in that Seſſion; the two 
| | latter 
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Y That which makes this the more remarkable, is the very great Alte- 


nd King William dying alſo without Iſſue, the 


BF that Kingdom, till by this Act they were formally excluded by having 


liament was concluded, ſome of the chief of the Scots Miniſtry, who 


of his Party, who: join'd in baffling the Succeſſion; out of reſpec to him, 
Jas beforemention'd, were not ill founded: Then follow'd a Change of 
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latter, and Her Majeſty's Advocate were for preſſing the Succeſſion, 
alledging for it, Her Majeſty's having recommended it ſo earneſtly laſt 
Year; and that it was Her Intereſt to have it ſetled, conſidering that 
the Peace and Quiet of Her Government depended upon it. Bat the 
_ Reſt were againſt this, ſaying, They could. not promiſe to get their 
Friends to come into it; for they wouldiniaapaake fo ſhort a Turn, ha- 
ving joyn'd in the Reſolve laſt Year, the Treaty to the Suc- 
ceſſion. It was agreed however, That the Ad 


e Advocate ſhould draw up - 
the Arguments on both ſides, and put it into the Commiſſioner's Hands 
to ſend to Court, whither it was ſent or not he can beſt tell: But he 
ſeem'd not to approve of the Gentlemen's Zeal, who were for prefer- 
ring the Succeſſion. A Cabinet Council being ſoon after held, Six were 
for the Treaty, and Two only for the Succeſſion, and Four of the 
Six were of the new Miniſtry, It was advis'd however, to ſend two 
Draughts of a Letter, and Inſtructions conformable to the two ſeveral 
Opinions, That Her Majeſty might Sign which She thought beſt ; and 
when Her Majeſty's Letter return'd, it included both, but gave Pre- 
ference to the Succeſlion ; yet the ſame was afterwards Poſtpon'd, not 
to ſay thrown out by the Courtiers. Soon after the Seſſion was open- 
ed, the Marqueſs of Anandale offered a Propoſal for the Succeſſion, 
and one of the new Secretaries at the ſame time gave in a Reſolve, 
in Order to Poſtpone it; the Tendency of which was to conſider how 
Matters ſtood with Scotland, in Relation to the late Act paſs'd here, 
prohibiting the Scots Cattle, &c. and depriving the Subjects of that 
Nation of the Privileges of Engliſu-men, if they did not come into the 
Union or Succeſſion; but they delay'd their Proceedings to defeat the 
Succeſſion for a while, till all their Forces were Muſter d; and that 
they had certain Notice that the D. of Q. was ſet out from London, and 
knew that all his Friends were come to Edinburgh. Then about the 15th 
of July they came to this Reſolve, © That they would not proceed to 
© Name a Succeſſor, till they had a previous Treaty with England, in 
Relation to Commerce, and other Concerns, which was follow'd by | 
© another Reſolve, That before they proceeded to Name the- Succeſſor, 
© they would make ſuch Limitations and Conditions of Government for 
* the ReQtification of their Conſtitution, as might ſecure the Liberty, 
© Religion and Independency of the Kingdom. It muſt be own'd, That 
theſe Reſolves poſtpon'd the Succeſſion with a Witneſs ; yet none of 
the Courtiers Spoke againſt this Reſolve, except the Marqueſy of A. 
nandale, and Mr. Cokburn, the Juſtice Clark ;. and they were ſeconded ' 
by the E. of Marchmont, who ſaid he look'd upon the firſt Reſolve as an 
Excluſion ; yet being put to the Vote, it was carry'd by about Thirty-Se- 
ven, of which Thirty were the D. ef Q's Friends. 18725 0 J01 
However afterwards upon a Debate, Whither the Treaty, er the“ 
Conſideration of Limitations for the next Succeſſor ſhould have dhe 
Preference, the Courtiers had a new Opportunity of carrying tlie Sur-" 
ceſſion, which they were ſo far from improving, that they were quite 
| | out 


(ng) 


out of Humour with it, and preſs'd forward the Act, impowering Her 


= Majeſty to Name Commiſſioners to Treat of an Union with England, 


after a previous Order that the Scors Commiſſioners ſhould not meet 
thoſe of England till we ſhould-firſt repeal the Clauſe in our Act above- 
mention'd of making the Scots Aliens, except they came into the Suc- 
ceſſion or Union by a prefix'd Time. 55 
Thus you have ſeen how the Succeſſion has from time to time been 

baffled by the Scorch Courtiers. And its obſervable, . That the Mar- 
queſs of Anandale, who was then Secretary of State for Scotland, and 
zealous for the Succeſſion, was ſoon after this Seſſion of Parliament laid 
aſide in the ſame manner, as thoſe of the Miniſtry had been, who ap- 
pear'd Zealons for the Succeſſion the Year before. | ä 

come now to the UNION, K. William, in his Letter to the Scotch 
Convention of States in March 1689, ſays, © We were glad to find 
that ſo many of your Nobility and Gentry, when here at London, 
© were ſo much inclin'd to an Union of both Kingdoms; and that they 
© did look upon. it as one of the beſt Means for procuring the Happi- 
© neſs of theſe Nations, and ſetling of a laſting Peace among them, &c. 
And a little lower, © We being of the ſame Opinion as to the uſeful- 
© neſs of this Union, and having —_— ſo much before our Eyes as 
© the Glory of God, the Eſtabliſhment of the Reform'd Religion, and 
© the Peace and Happineſs of thoſe Nations, are reſolv'd to uſe our 
© utmoſt Endeavours in advancing every Thing which may conduce to 
© the effecting the fame. And here its to be obſery'd, That the States 
of Scotland were ſo far from any Thoughts of ſuch an Union as is now 
propos'd in the Articles, That in their Letter about the 23d of March 
they Acquaint His Majeſty, © That they would with all convenient 
* Diligence take his Gracious Letter into Conſideration, and hop'd 
© ſhortly by the Bleſſing of God to fall upon Tach Reſolutions, as may 
© be acceptable to His Majeſty, ſecure the Proteſtant Religion, and 
* Eſtabliſh the Goverament, Laws and Liberties of their Kingdom, up- 
© on ſolid Foundations, moſt agreeable to the general Good and Inclination of 
© their People, 19 

As to the Propoſal of the Union (continue they) We doubt not 
* Your Majeſty will ſo difpoſe that Matter, -that there may be an e- 
© qual Readineſs in the Kingdom of England to Accompliſh it, as one 
of the beſt Means for ſecuring the Happineſs of theſe Nations, and 
* ſetling a laſting Peace. = KY | Ms 
e have hitherto, and ſhall ftill endeavour to avoid Animoſities 
* or Prejudices which might diſturb our Councils, that as we deſign the 
8 poke Good ; fo it may be done with the general Concurrence and Appro- 
* bation of the Nation. Het: | . 


Its proper here to obſerre, That before they return'd any further 
Anſwer to K. William about the Union, they proceeded about the 11th 
of April 1689, to ſettle their Government by their Claim of Right, 
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| | TC. 3 
wherein frequent Parllaments, with Liberty to Sit, and Freedom of 
Speech and Debate, is one of the Article. „ 
Then on the 23d of the ſame Month they nam'd Commiſſioners to 
Treat with ſuch as ſhould. be appointed by the Parliament of England, 
concerning the Union of the Two Kingdoms; and next Day they a- 
greed upon a Letter to His Majeſty, with the offer of their Crown, 
npon his agreeing to the Claim of Right, And taking their Coronation 
Oath, and in this Letter they expreſs Em Fes concerning the Union 
»We are moſt ſenfible of .Your Maje Lind 
Care to both your Nations in promoving their Union, which we hope 
has been reſerv'd to be accompliſh'd by you; that as both Kingdoms 


* 


dare united in one Head and Sovereign, ſo they may become one Body 


* Politick, one Nation to be repreſented in one Pirliament; and to 
* Teltifie our Readineſs to comply with Your.Majeſty in that Matter, 
We have nominated Commiſſioners to Treat the Terms of an entire 
* and perpetual Union. betwixt the Two Kingdoms, with Reſervation 
to us of our Church Government, as it ſhall be eſtabliſh'd at the time 
* of the Union. Theſe Commiſſioners do wait-your Majeſty's Approba- 
tion and Call, that they may meet and treat with the Commiſſioners to 
© be appointed for England, at what Time and Place your Majeſty ſhall 
: appoint ; and we do aſſure our ſelves from your Majeſty's Prudence and 
* Goodneſs, of a happy Concluſiou to that Important Affair, ſo as the 
© ſame may be agreed to, andratified by your Majeſty in your firſt Par- 


liament. | | 


. 


States of Scotland deſiring to become one Body Politick, one Nation, 
and to be repreſented in one Parliament with us : I anſwer, That this 
will not infer their deſire of ſuch a Conſolidating Union as in the pre- 
ſent Articles, becauſe this might either intend a joynt Common- Council 
or Parliament, by, an equal number of Deputies from the Parliaments of 
both Nations, as Judge Dodridge propoſed in 1604. like the States Ge- 
neral in Holland, or the Diet of Germany, compoſed of Deputies from 
the ſeveral Princes and States, which make up the Body of the. Em- 
pire; or as it was eſtabliſh'd by theſe two Nations, during the Treaty 
of Rippon, &c. to keep up the Union that was then agreed on for the 
Proſecution of their Common Affairs by the Parliameats of both with 
the King's Conſent ; or, it might infer the calling of both Parliaments 
together, as was propoſed by Sir John Nisbet, in the Name of the Scotch 
Commiſſioners, during the Treaty of Union in King Charles II.'s time 


for conſulting upon the Common Affairs of the Nations, without” di- 
miniſhing one Member of either Parliament, which certainly would be 
the juſteſt, and moſt reaſonable: way of repreſenting them both in one 
Parliament, with relation to the Affairs of the Union only, without 
medling with what relates to the particular Conſtitutions of either; 
but be that how it will, it is evident by the Rule laid down by the 
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states of Scotland to regulate their Proceedings in ſettling their Govern- 
ment, and the Union then propoſed, viz. That they would avoid 
Animoſities and Prejudices which 1 their Councils; that 
as they deſign'd the publick Good, ſo it might be done with the ge- 
neral Concurrence and Approbation of the Nation. I ſay it's evident 
from this Rule. then laid down, that the Union propos'd by them 
could not be the Union, as now ſtated in the Articles ; for they could 
never be ſo . as not to foreſee what is how come to paſs, 
that to agree to ſueh a minced Repreſentative, and give away the 
Birth- rights of their Lords, Barons and Boroughs, by fubjecting them 
to be over-rul'd by a Majority of another Nation, muſt needs raiſe 
ſuch Animoſities as would diſturb their Councils, and could never have 
the general Concurrence and Approbation of the Nation. | 
But to return to the Hiſtory of the Union : On our part there was 
little more notice taken of it during King William's Reign, till to- 
wards the latter end of it, and then this motion proceeded from the 
great Diſcontents in Scorland occaſion'd by their Treatment in the Af- 
fair of Darien, and the Remonſtrances from that Kingdom by National 
Addreſſes, &c. againſt that Treatment; this occaſion'd his Majeſty, in 
his Anſwer to the Addreſs of our Houſe of Lords, in Feb. 1700. to put 
the Houſe in mind of the Union he had recommended to them, after 
his acceſſion to the Throne; and to deſire that a Treaty might be ſet 
on foot to find out ſome happy Expedient for making them one People. 
Upon which the Lords fram'd and paſs'd a Bill of Union, which was 
rejected by the Commons. Ei | 
We heard no more of the Union till March 1702. when King Wil- 
liam on his Death-bed ſent a Meſſage to the Houſes to ſignifie, That he 
© had acquainted his Parliament in the firſt Year of his Reign that Com- 
© miſſioners were Authoriz'd in Scotland to treat with ſach Commiſſioners 
© as ſhould be appointed in England, of proper Terms for uniting the 
© two Kingdoms, and at the ſame time expreſſed his great Deſire of ſuch 
© an Union, His Majeſty being fully ſatisfied that nothing can more 
© contribute to the preſent and future Security and Happineſs of Eng- 
© land and Scotland, then a firm and entire Union between them; and 
© therefore was extreamly deſirous that a Treaty for that purpoſe might 
be ſet on Foot. 7 ; | | 8 
Our Commons appointed one Day, and then another to conſider this 
Meſſage, but his Majeſties Death on the eighth of that Month, pre- 
vented their proceeding any further in it. | 
By all this its very clear that the Union which K. Wiliam propos'd, 
and that the Scots here deſired, was not the Union as it now ſtands in 
the Scorch Articles; for nothing can be more evident than that the Scors 
in all their deſires of an Union, ſtil] had a regard to their own Conſtitu- 
tion, ſo far as to be repreſented by their own Parliament, and to have 
their own Laws preſerved; it'was'an Union that was to eſtabliſh the 
Laws, Liberties and Government of the Kingdom, not either to weak- 
en or put an end to them, but ſuch an Union as might be moſt agreea- 
| | | — 9 / * 37 5 Dl 
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ble to the general Good and Inclinations of their People, as they expreſs 
it in their Letter to K. William; and not contrary to both, an Union 
like that of Marriage, not only honourable in it ſelf, but where the 


Individuality of the Perſons is -preferv'd, andi the great ends of Society 


taken Care of; not like the monſtrous Union of an Hermaphrodite, 


* 


« 


where both Sexes are confounded, which is the Reproach and not the 


Advantage of humane Nature. 
Tbis is yet further evident from their orona tion 

Right, which her Majeſty Swore to oe Crown upon 
her; for by the Coronation Oath her Majeſty was obliged, © During the 
whole courſe of her Life, to govern that People according to the Lau- 


© dable Laws and Conſtitutions receiv'd in that Realm; the Rights and 


FOath and claim of 


© Rents, with all juſt Privileges of the Crown of Scotland, to preſerve and 


© keep inviolated, neither ſhould ſhe transfer nor alienate the ſame : And 
by their Claim of Right her Majeſty was obliged, for preſerving of their 
Laws,frequently to call Parliaments, to allow them to ſit, and to ſecure the 
freedom of Speech and Debate to the Members, and the Nation from 


all other attempts upon their Religion, Laws and Liber ties. 5 
How far this Oath may be obliging I ſhall not take upon me to ſay, 
but it may perhaps puzle a good Caſuiſt to find out a diſtinction to diſ- 


ſolye the obligation of an Oath, which is the free Choice of a Prince, 


and which they voluntarily Swear to without any Force or Conſtraint, 


in the preſence of the Eternal God, as the Scotch Oath words it. 


But ſuppoſe the very Union thoſe Articles mention was the Union de- 
fired, which its plata it was not, its very ſtrange that thoſe Perſons 


who were then in the Miniſtry, have now ſo much favour, and are ſo 


very forward for it, took ſo little notice of it as not to nominate any 
Commiſſioners on our Part for ſo long a time, to meet with thoſe ap- 
pointed by Scotland, if an Union be a matter that does neceſſarily carry 
ſuch Security, Tranquility, Peace and Plenty to both Nations; but per- 


haps they did not ſee then ſo clearly into things as they have done 
ſince, and that ſome new Arguments have been made uſe of to con- 


vince them, for we know Time and Experience teaches Wiſdom. 
And it's as unnaccountable to me that the former Act of the States 
of Scotland in 1688. that nominated Commiſſioners who were then 
in being, to treat with Commiſſioners from England ſhould be broken 
and an Act of Parliament enabling: the Queen to nominate Com- 
miſſioners ſhould be made, when the; old Commiſſion might have 
ſerv'd as well, unleſs it was that new Commiſſioners were more 


proper for a new Scheme off Union. Some other Perſons. perhaps. 


may be able to give a Reaſon why the Scots ſhould not have the Union. 


they deſir'd, when they ask'd it, and have an Union thus hardly preſs'd. 
upon them, they never deſir'd, and are ſo generally averſe. to; tho' to 
me it's a very great Myſtery, unleſs by ſame great fatality on that Nati- 
on, for certainly it's impoſſible it: ſhould proceed from Reafons: of State, 
from the falſeneſs of that Nation tq their own Intereſt, from the aſcen- 
dant that other People have over their Miniſtry and Councils, or —_ 
| | h a de- 


a deſire of getting, or fear of loſing Imployments there, that the Scots. 
are never to have what they deſire, but always to meet with what they 
diſlike. „„ e 2 ö : 55 . . 
When her preſent Majeſty came to the Crown, in April following, 
ſhe was graciouſly pleas'd in her Letter to the Parliament of Scotland 
to take notice of the © Addreſs they had preſented to the late King 
© about Darien, and ther Affairs, which ſhe had conſidered, and ſigni- 
fy'd her Reſolution to maintain their Sovereignty and Independency 
< againſt all Encroachments; and that ſhe would be equally tender of 


© the Rights, Prerogatives and Liberties of their Crown, as of ours, 


| © and would take care to avoid all occaſions of miſunderſtanding be- 
© twixt them; and for that end would think it her Happineſs to eſtabliſh 
an entire Union betwixt us, ofon an equal and juſt Foundation ; and the 


© Parliament of England having ſhewn ſo good Inclinations towards it, 


© ſhe expected the like on their part. Her Majeſty alſo promiſed to do 
all that could be reaſonably propos'd, for repairing the Loſſes of their 
Company trading to Africa and the Indies, and to protect them and 
promote their Trade, and that of the whole Nation. By all this, it's 


ſtill apparent that the Union then propos'd, was not according to the 


preſent Scheme, which diſſolves the Monarchy of Scotland with their 
Parliament and African Company. e e e 

The Scotch Parliament being adjourned, met again in June, and her 
Majeſty in her Letter to them, dated the 15th ef May preceeding, took 
notice again of the Union propos'd by the late King, And that our 
* Parliament having empower'd her Majeſty to name Commiſſioners to 
© treat of the ſaid Union, ſhe did not doubt but the Scots would do what 


was neceſſary on their part, and promis'd her utmoſt Endeavours to- 


* wards the accompliſhment of it. But the legality of this Seſſion of 


Parliament being called in Queſtion” by the Scotch Country Party, who 


alledged it was not called according as it ought to have been by an Act 
of Security that paſs'd in King William's Reign; The Duke of Hamil- 


ton and the reſt of the Country Party withdrew from it. The Courtiers 


went on, however, after another Adjournment, and without any re- 
gard to the Act of the States ſtill in being, nominating Commiſſioners 
to treat of the Union, they diſſolvd that Commiſſion, and appointed 

| 'was in King William's time, 


another; To'that whatever | the Scheme 
this put an end to it. 

The Commiſſioners of both Nations, according to this new Commiſ- 
ſion, met about the Union in December following, and it appears very 
plainly by their Proceedings, that there was more care taken of the 
Monarchy,” than ſeems to be By this preſent Scheme; for the firſt Ar- 


7? 


ticle of that Union propos'd' by the Lord Keeper, as it is ſet down in 
the Hiſtory! df” Burke, Arno 1782 pag. 460. 7 thus, That the two 
: Kingdoms ſhould be inſeparably United into one Monarchy under her 
1 Majeſty, her Heirs and Succeſſors, & c. but this is left out of the firſt Ar- 
. ticle of this Treaty. The Scors _—_ propos'd greater Reſervations to 
<0 2 them 
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themſelves, with reſpect to the Engliſh Impoſts and Debts, and as to 


their African Company, than they have now done; nor does it appear 


that there was ever any ſuch Scheme Propos'd and Agreed to by the 
Commiſſioners of either ſide in 1702. as is contain'd in the preſent Ar- 
ticles, which have rais'd ſuch a Ferment in Scotland, and for the Truth 
4 this, I dare appeal to any one Perſon hat was chen in the Commiſ- 
„en „ LY a _—- 
That Treaty we know broke up withouf any Effect, and it was ob- 
ſerv'd, that ſome of the Scotch Commiſſioners who, during the ſame, 
appear'd moſt zealous for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, were laid aſide, and 
ſucceeded by others of the contrary Stamp. | 
To reſume the Thread of my Story, the then Parliament of Scotland 


— 
1 


being diſſolv'd, another met at Edenbordtgh in May, 1703. the Duke of 


ee Commiſſioner, and no mention was made by the Queen or 
her Miniſters either of IJnion or Succeſſion ; but on the contrary, the 
Scots Parliament was ſuffered to diſſolve the Commiſſion for the Union, 
and to diſcharge any other Commiſſion for that End without their Con- 
ſent, ſo that we heard no more of it till the Act of both Parliaments, 
which ſet the preſent Treaty on foot. 1 N 
As to which I am very well inform'd that the Kingdom of Scotland was 
much diſfatisfy'd ; firſt, becauſe a Motion in their own Parliament 
for giving Inſtructions to their Commiſſioners how to proceed, and for 
ſaving their Fundamental Conſtitution, as in the time of their King 
James 6th. and our 1ſt, was rejected by the influence of the Court there; 
and in the next place, becauſe the Commiſſioners appointed on the part 
of Scotland, were neither equal in Dignity or Ability to thoſe appoint- 
ed on the part of England. The Scots were alſo diſſatisfy'd that the 
Articles of the Treaty, when concluded, ſhould have been kept fo 
much a Secret, and not communicated to the Nation that they might 
have given their Members of Parliament Inſtructions about it. 
But it's evident that the Body of the Nation never apprehended that 


their Parliament would have gone into ſuch a Scheme as they have now 


approv'd; for as my Lord Beilhaven obſerves in his Speech of the ſecond 
of November laſt, they had changed their Notion of an Incorporating 
Vnion into that of a Federal one, (tho? by his Lord ſhip's leave it does 
no where appear, that ever their Parliament had the Notion of an In- 
corporating Union in the preſent Senſe) and I am confirm'd in this, by 
what his Lordſhip ſays immediately after-that by the Proceedings even of 
this preſent Scorch Parliament until now, their. Deſign ſeems to have 
been a Federal Union, becauſe in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament after 
her Majeſty's Letter was read, defiring them to declare the Succeſſion 
in the firſt place, and afterwards to appoint Commiſſioners: to treat of 
the Union, they renew'd their former Reſolve, That they would not 
proceed to name the Succeſſor with Exgland till they had a Treaty with 
us, in relation to their Trade and other Concerns ; and that in the ſame 
Seſſion of Parliament, they reſolv'd to proceed to ſuch aps" oa 
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Conditions of Government for the rectification of their Conſtitution, 
as might ſecure the Liberty, Religion and Independency of their King- 

dom, before they nam'd the Commiſſioners of the Union. | | 
Now, ſince it appears that this Reſolve agreed with her Majeſty's 
8 Anſwer to the Houſe of Lords, viz. © That the Settlement of the Pro- 
WT © teſtant Succeſſion was the moſt effectual means for ſecuring their Quiet 
and our own, and the reasieſt may to an entire Union betwixt both 
Kingdoms; in the perfeQing of which, it was very defirable no time 
@ ſhould be loſt; and ſince their Lordſhips did likewiſe in their ſaid Ad- 
| dreſs give the Succeſſion the preference to the Union, and ſeem'd to 
| have made the Settlement of the Succeſſion a Condition of their com- 
ing into the Union, it certainly deſerves our Enquiry how it came to 
W paſs that the Union ſhould have the preference to the Succeſſion, con- 
W trary to her Majeſty's declared Judgment, and the Reſolve of our Houſe 
of Lords. „„ | | 
We g have ſo much the more reaſon to make this enquiry, ſince it's 
plain by the event, that the Union upon the preſent foot can never be 
called entire, becauſe there are Addreſſes from almoſt all the Counties and 
Burroughs of Scotland againſt it, beſides the DiſſatisfaRion teſtify'd with 
it, by ſo many Members of Parliament, and the three greateſt Com- 
munities of that Nation, viz. The Commiſſion of the general Aſſembly, 

which is the preſeat Repreſentative of their Kirk, the Convention of the 
Royal Burroughs, which is their third Eſtate of Parliament; and the 
Council General of their Company trading to Africa and the Indies, to- 
XX wards which, the greateſt part of their Nobility and Gentry are Sub- 
ſcribers; but ſince nothing can make it better appear how ungrateful 
this Treaty is to that whole Nation, and how dangerous it may be to 

the quiet of both, then the following Proteſtation by the Duke of Athol, 
Il ſhall here inſert it at large. | 


1 Proteſtation by the Duke of Athol. 


bl, \ \ THereas by my Proteſt, given in the 4th. of November, laſt, be- 

= fore Voting the firſt Article of the Union, I did reſerve Liber- 

ty to renew Proteſtations againſt any of the Articles of the Treaty, 

and as I proteſted for the Reaſons therein mentioned, ſo I do now for 

my ſelf and all others who ſhall Adhere, Proteſt againſt any Vote for 

# approving the Second Article of the Treaty of Union, and againſt the 
hail parts thereof for theſe Reaſons. BR 


— 


1. Becauſe the Peers of this Realm, who are hereditary Members of 
her Majeſty's Council and Parliament, do hereby become Elective, and 
ſo her Majeſty is depriv'd of her. Council, and the Peers of their Birth- 
right. And whereas they are pow 160 in number, they are reduc'd 


to 16, which 16 are to be join'd to the Houſe of Lords ia DI. 
| whoſe 


0 * r e ,d e e 
8 - Rn a 


tereſts and Concerns of the ſaid ſeveral Shires or Burghs whom he 


: | {20} 
whoſe number at preſent conſiſteth of above 180, whereby it appeareth 
that the Scots Peers ſhare in the legiſlative and judicative Powers of the 


Britiſh Parliament, is very unequal with that of the Ergliſh, tho' the 


one be Repreſentatives of as Independent and free a Nation as 
the other, and it is a plain forfeiture of the Peerage. of this King- 
dom. | | | . 


| e, and agzinſt all the Laws and 


2. And as it is the height of Injulfies} ant 
Practiques of this and all other well govern'd Nations, to forfeit any Per- 


ſon withont a Haiious Crime, ſo it is againſt all Law to forfeit either 


the Peers that are now here preſent, or thoſe that are abſent, or Minors, 
without ſo much as being called or cited for that end. 


3. It is likewiſe contrary to the Honour and true Intereſt of her Ma- 
jeſty and Monarchy, to ſuppreſs the Eſtate of Peers, who have former- 
ly been the great Supporters of Monarchy. _ 12 5 0 


4. And it is diſhonourable for this Kingdom, that the Peers thereof 


ſhall only have Rank and Precedency next after the ſame Orders and 
Degrees in England, without regard to their Antiquities and Date of 


their Patents, as is ſtipulated by the following Articles of the Treaty. 


5- In the next place every Shire and Burgh Royal within this King- 
don have the number of their Repreſentatives determined by Acts of 
Parliament, whoſe number at preſent being 155, are by this Article of 
the Treaty reduc'd to 45, and to be joyned to 513 Members of the 
Houſe of Commons in England, where they can have no influence by 


| reaſon of the vaſt diſproportion of their numbers; beſides, That the 


Barons and Heretors of this Nation by this way of uniting are depriv'd 
of their Inherent Right of being fully and individually repreſented in 
Parliament, both with reſpe& to their Legiſlative and Judicative Capa- 
city; and they are not only highly prejudg'd in leſſening their Repre- 
ſentation, but alſo degraded from being Members of Parliament of 
this Kingdom, where they fit in all Cauſes as Judges, Civil and Crimi- 
nal, to be joyn'd to the Commoners of another Nation, who are ac- 


cuſtom'd to ſupplicate for Juſtice at the Bar of the Houſe of Peers. 


6. The Barons and Burrows are alſo further prejudg'd in this, That 
whereas now every Shire and each Royal Burrow have their own Re- 
preſentatives, one Commiſſioner will hereafter Repreſent ſeveral Shires 
or Burghs, who it cannot be ſuppoſed will underſtand the ſeveral In- 
may 


- 


Repreſent. 


7. And further, for the preſent Repreſentatives of Barons and Bo- 
roughs in Parliament to offer by any Vote of theirs to Incapacitate 


their 


1 
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their Conſtituents, and to deprive them of any part of their Inherent 
Right, is that which their Conſtituents may and do juſtly diſallow, 
they only having their Commiſſion with the ordinary Power of making 
and amending Laws, or to give Supplies, but no way to alter Fundamental 
Conſtitutions, or to take away or diminiſh their Repreſentation, which 
is alſo a plain forfeiture of their Conſtituent's inherent Right, and un- 
doubted Priviledge, and is cgptrair,to the Fundamental Laws of this 
Nation, which are the Birthright of the People thereof. HSE 

8. From all which it is evident and plain, that this, from a Sovereign 
and Independant Monarchy, ſhall diſſolve its Conſtitution, and be at the 
diſpoſal of England, whoſe Conſtitution is not in the leaſt to be al- 
ter d by this Treaty: And where it is not to be ſuppoſed the Scots ſhall 
have any weight in the making of Laws, even tho” relative to their 
own Kingdom, by reaſon of the vaſt diſproportion and diſparity of their 
Repreſentation aforeſaid. | | 

And therefore I do alſo proteſt, That no Vote may hinder nor prejudge 
the Noblemen, Barons and Burgeſſes as now repreſented in Parliament, 
to retain, enjoy or bruik and exerce all their Rights, Liberties and Pri- 
viledge as fully and freely as hitherto they enjoy'd them. | 

And ſince it evidently appears not only from the many Proteſts of the 
Honourable and Worthy Membersof this Houſe, but alſo from the mul- 
titude of Addreſſes and Petitions from ſeveral parts of the Kingdom, of the 
Barons, Freeholders and Heretors, Buroughs and Commons, and from 
the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, that there is a general Diſ- 
like and Averſion to the Incorporating, Union, as contain'd in theſe Ar- 
ticles; and that there is not one Addreſs from any part of the Kingdom 
in favour of the Union. | | | 

I do therefore proteſt further againſt concluding this and the follow- 
ing Articles of this Treaty, until her Majeſty ſhall be fully informed of 
the Inclinations of her People, That if her Majeſty think fit ſhe may call 
2 new Parliament, to have the immediate Sentiments of the Nation, 
ſince theſe Articles have been made publick, where it's hop'd they may 
fall upon ſuch Methods as may allay the ferment of the Nation, fatisfie . 
the Minds of the People, and create a good underſtanding betwixt the 
two Kingdoms, by an Union in Honourable, Juſt and Equal Terms, 
which may unite them in Affection and Intereſt, the ſureſt foundation 
of Peace and Tranquility for both Nations. 


And this my Proteſtatioa I defire may be received to be Record- 


x 


ed in the Minutes and Books of Parliament, as a Teſtimony of my 
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Diſſent, and the Diſſent of ſuch as will adhere to me. 


| Beſides what's ſaid inthisProteſtation, &c. the danger of breaking the Peace 
of the two Nations by this Treaty, appears very plain by the extraordinary 
Methods the Scotch Court and Parliament were obliged to have Recourſe 
to for their own Safety while they proceeded to ratifie this Treaty, 
ſuch as calling in their ſtanding Forces to guard them, contrary to the 
FEY | a Nature 


„ 


Nature of a free Parliament which acts according to the Inclinations of 


the People whoſe Guardians they are, and contrary to the Privileges of 
the City of Edinburgh, and of the Lord high Conſtable of Scotland. It ap- 
pears alſo by their Proclamation againſt Mobs, which empowers the Sol- 
diers by a very extraordinary Clauſe to fire promiſcuouſly upon all whom 
they find in the Streets, pardons them for any Slaughter they ſhall commit 
in ſodoing, and diſcharges the proſecution thereof Civilly or Criminally in 
all time coming. It appears further. ; being forced to repeal 


the rendevouzing Clauſe of their Ad of Sgeurtty, and by their Procta- 


mation againſt the People's meeting in Arms for Diſcipline by vertue of 
that Act, until this Seſſion of Parliament be over, and by their yet more 
extraordinary Proclamation againſt their Gentlemen and Frecholders 

coming to Town to confer with their Repreſentatives, and to enquire 
why their Addreſſes againſt this Union were not regarded. : 


Theſe Things. make it evident to a Demonſtration that the Peace of 


both Nations is in Danger by this conſolidating Union; and it may per- 


haps deſerve our enquiry, whether ſome of our great Men here, have 
not had poſitive Information from ſome of the greateſt Men there, 
that it will be impoſſible. to bring that Nation into the preſent Scheme 
without a Conqueſt and ſtanding Army, and if that ſhould happen to 
be the Caſe, we may eaſily foreſee what the Conſequences: may one 

Day be to England. 55 | | | 
Upon the whole, it ſeems to me that whatever the Scotch Parliament 
have done, it would be Safer for us to 'keep to the Judgment of her 
Majeſty, and the Houſe of Lords, and give the Succeſſion the Prefer- 
ence, as the readieſt Way to an entire Union; for ſince the generality 
of the Scots are for that Expedient, Her Majeſty has no more to do 
but to renew her Commiſſion to paſs thoſe Limitations the Scorch Parlia- 
ment agreed on formerly, (their Arming A&, and that of Peace and 
War excepted) which at once ſecures the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and al- 
lays the dangerous Ferments in Scotland. At the ſame time a new Trea- 
ty of Union may be ſet on foot, according to the Offer of the Scors to 
Unite the Nations in ſuch things as they are Unitablet; and to this end 
- .it would ſeem proper that our Parliament ſhould call for all the former 
Treaties of Union that have been betwixt the two Nations, that we 
may ſee the Sentiments of our Anceſtors, and be appriz'd of the Dan- 
gers they apprehended from the Unions then propos'd, which made 
them avoid falling in with them, and particularly that of 1604. tho 
the Scotch Parliament paſs'd it. For my own part I cannot ſee any ne- 
ceſſity of a further Union, than that which may ſecure their coming for 
ever under the ſame Sovereign, and their perpetual Concurrence with us 
in Peace and War, and this the Scots would readily comply with, upon: 
communication of Trade with due Regulations, as appears from their 
preſent Addreſſes, and the Proceedings of their Parliaments formerly. 
I cannot but think this a much ſafer and eaſier way of Uniting vs 
than the preſent Scheme, which to me ſeems to carry with it a manifeſt 
| „Du 
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Danger to the Engliſh Conſtitüt ion both in Church and State. My Rea- 
ſons are. loi 91547 F 1514; N 


That the 61 Scorch Members may, in all probability, be much eaſier 
prevailed upon to join with any ſucceeding Court, in altering our 
Conſtitution in both Yefpretnan the Majority of their whole Par- 
liament has been brought to ſubvert their own; for I can't ſee, what 
the Majority of their Lords will ſtick at, who have ſo voluntarily 
given up their Precedency to all ours of the ſame Rank; though in 
all their Votes or Minutes, as they call them, it appears they have 
always fiercely contended for the pas among themſelves, and that 
even now when they have no proſpect of any more Parliaments, the. 
Dukes of Hamilton, and Douglas jult at the end of the Seſſion, contend 
for the Precedency of Voting, for which the latter put in his Claim, 
tho? he be not capable of ſitting in the Houſe yet for 7 or 8 Years, * 
as I am inform'd, becauſe of his being a Minor: Beſides, it's known 
to every Body, that the date of the Patent uſed to determine the = 
Matter among all Peers of one and the ſame. Kingdom, and ſuch we | 3 
are now by the Treaty. But that which to me is as great a Proof 19 
as can be of the readineſs of the Majority of the Scotch Peers to com- E 
_ ply with the deſigns of any Court, is their parting ſo tamely with i 
their Birthright of fitting - in Parliament, the greateſt Dignity, as TT 
well as Advantage, of being a Peer; and indeed the greateſt Secu- 
rity to the Monarch, as well as for the Honour, Eſtates: and Lives 
of themfelves and their Fellow Peers; for by their hereditary- Right 
of Legiſlature and Judicature, they are capable of defending them- 
| ſelves and their Friends, and of ſupporting the Conſtitution, when 
attack'd, by aſpiring Courtiers or factious Common ers. 
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| Now, tho” the ſixteen Scorch Peers be brought into your Houſe, by Ele- 
er ction from among themſelves, to me it ſeems threat' ning to our Conſtitu- 
e tion, for the Majority of their Peers being poor, they are liable to Tenta- 
n- tion, or may be brought either to Vote or Elect, for thoſe who are moſt ca- 
de pable of giving them Places and Penſions; but this is not all, many of their 
10 Lords have great Power over their Burroughs, which influences the Ele- 
e. Rion of Burgeffes; and ſince our Engliſh Houſe of Commons have always 
or been ſo careful to prevent the influence of our own Peers upon the Choice | 
lh of Members for their Houſe, it's reaſonable to ſuppbſe that they have —-—-| 
12 more ground to be Jealous of the influence of the Scotch Lords. And 

eit here I muſt obſerve. by the way, that the Power of the Scorch Peers over 

. their Commons, who have always complain'd of its being great, 

vſh and i not uſed with much Moderation, is by the: Scorch - 
ei] ticles enlarg'd inſtraddof being diminiſh'd, for to theirfeudal Superip- 

an 'Tity, wick thoſe Articles confirm; they have added therPriviledge of 


Scan- 


— nn K«ck "yy 
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()) 
Scandalum Alagnatum, which rivets their hover over their Commons, 
and gives them greater Power over their Elections than ever. "wth 


Beſides, in my Opiaion, the mighty complaiſance.of the Majority 

of the Scotth. Peers ine rejectihg ai Propeſaliattheir own .Parliament,, 
of allowing the! reſt, beſides the: r r Houſe with their, 
Hats on, and aſſiſt at the Trial ders, wems to threaten our: 
Houfe of Lords, for thoſe complaifant Gentlemen, who. have ſo little. 
regard to their own Peerage, can never be ſuppos'd to be zealous for 
ours, but may, in time, if any ſuch thing gome ever to be urg'd by a 
politick Prince, or by a General back'd with a powerful Army, join 
in procuring a Vote for making the Peers of England as uſcleſs as they, 
have done their own; as was practis'd here in Oliver's Time, and as was 
pradtis'd alſo in Denmark. * 3) n+ <0 


The Danger»that may ariſe to our Conſtitution from the 45 Scotch 


Commons is evident in part, from what has heen ſaid of their Peers; 


ting up Competi- 


tors at every Election; bur if 1 don't miſtake the, 22d Article, I think 
. | 1 „ no 
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they have no Power 
ratified/to be in the Priv 
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think that the Surrendering, of. Cot: 
tions, was not tearing up t e Foundati 


hut becauſe Arguments which are drawn from Mensvow]n Experi- 
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theſe Gluten, 1 duo cum idem faciunt 2 ſunt idem, and who's 
the Whig now, that they value themſelves ſo much open i 


For the further Confirmation of the Daoger of this Method of; ra- . 


turning the Members of Parliament from Scotland, I ſhall tranſcribe 


what the Author of the ſeaſonable Reflections printed in 1689, Fol. 21. 
Fays on this Subjecce; | 


%, * 


By this late hatch'd Invention « of; ettin, x34 . i of the Judg- 


ments againſt Corporations, it is 4 Ie but that the King 
< ſhould quickly have a Houſe of Cons 

© and Devotion ; and this can never be denied me, if the Reader will 
hut look over the two Orders I; have here Subjoin'd, that the King 
Was pleaſed to Iſſue forth the ſame Day with his gracious Procla- 

mation for reſtoring Corporations to their Ancient Charters, Li- 
' * erties, Rights and Franchiſes. The Orders follow. | 


At the e Cours of Whitehall the 1 17th "= 
var oy October, 1688. 


„ ER ESEN T . 
The Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


| His Royal Highneſs Prince George of Denmark. 


| Lord chance lou 
: ; Lord Privy „ 
Baue of Hamilton 


Marqueſs of Pomise „ 1 
| Earl of Huntington | : Rn 2 
Earl of Craven . F 


. Earl of Berkeley | 5 5 
7 doe een eee racg 
ee 0.4... a pl of A, 5 ) G ̃ ae xd 

r WI: 
Karl of Caſilemain USE WORE e 1. 8 
Viſcount Preſton wy 
Lord GODOLPHRIN i; 7. 


1 15 I" 7 1 Mey Chancellor of the SO. 


Nr. of the Rolls ed ” CITES 
Feen Chief Juſtice Hers 5 
18 5 Uh Sir Thomas Strick land de 10 eee ee 
4 Sir Nicolas Butler STE 15 15 So 5 in b th 21 


Hutely at bis Service 
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_. © © Whereas in the Charters, Patents, or Grants made to ſevereal Ci- 
© ties, Burroughs and Towns Corporate, a Power is reſerv'd to his Ma- 


„jeſty, by his Order in Cauncil, to remove, difplace and difcharge the 


© Mayors, Sheriffs, Recordets, Town-Clerks, Aldermen, Common Coun- 


© cil-Men, Aſſiſtants, Officets,” Magiſtrates, Minifters, Freemen and o- 


ther Members of the fame, His Majeſty is this Day in Council pleaſ- 
ed to order, and it is hexeby order'd accordingly, That all Mayors, 
* Sheriffs, Recorders, Nees Aldermen, Common Council-Men, 
Aſſiſtants, Officers, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Freemen, and other Mem- 
bets of the ſaid reſpeive Cities, Burroughs and Towns Corporate, 


© which have, or claim ſuch Offices or Places by Charter, Patent or Grant 


from the late King of bleſſed Memory, or from his Majeſty fince the 


* Year 1679. except ſuch Cities and Towns in his Majeſty's Proclamation. 
named, (whoſe Deeds of ſurrender are inrolled, or againſt whom 


* Judgments in Qu Warrants are entred) be removed, diſplay'd and 
*diſcharg'd, in purſuance of the Power reſery'd as aforeſaid, and they 


Land every of them are hereby remov'd, diſplac'd, and diſcharg'd ac- 
* cordingly * . | 
| John Nicolas. 


The other is an Order of the King alone, in theſe Words, 


James Rex, 


©Whereas in the Charters, Patents or Grants made to ſeveral Cities, 


© Burroughs, and Towns Corporate, a Power is reſerv'd to Us to remove, 


* diſplace and difcharge by Order under our Signet and Sign Mannual, 
©the Mayors, Sheriffs, Recorders, Town-Clerks, Aldermen, Common 
* Council-Men, Aſſiſtants, Officers, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Freemen, 


* and other Members of the fame. We do accordingly hereby remove, 


* diſplace and diſcharge all Mayors, Sheriffs, Recorders, Town-Clerks, 
l Aldermen, Common Council-Men, Aſſiſtants, Officers, Magiſtrates, 
* Miniſters, Freemen, and other Members of our ſaid reſpective Cities, 


Burroughs and Towns Corporate, which have or claim ſuch Offices, or 


places, by Charter, Patent or Grant, from the late King our Moſt 
* dear Brother of ever bleſſed Memory, or from us ſince the, Lear 1679. 
© except ſuch Cities and Towns in our Proclamation, nam'd, whoſe Deeds 
© of, ſurrender are involved, or againſt whom Judgments in Quo War- 


© rantos areentred: And they and every of them are hereby removed, 


diſplaced and diſcharged accordingly in purſuance of the Power referv'd 
+0 US, AS aforeſaid, whereof all Perſons cancern'd are hereby requir'd. to 


; 1 
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Given at our Court at Whitehall the 17th Day of ORober 1688. 2. 
the 4th Year of Reign.” 3 1 R . iin * * Fa | 
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By bis Majeſty's Command | 
5 500 Sunderland. 
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TTpon all this I muſt ask pardon to ſay 1 can't ſee how any, Wbig 


can make this Clauſe of the 22d Article of the Treaty, impovering the. 


Privy-Council of Scotland to return the Members of Parliament for that 


Kingdom, agreeable to the old Principles by which the Whigs acted 


ſame thing may be eaſily effected "8 


in the latter end of King Charles's Reign, and in King James's Time., 


x. Danger by falſe re- 
be jealous that the 

ad eſpecially when 
we conſider that the very ſame Parliament which. fenc'd their Claim 
of Right, by making it Treaſon to Alter or Innovate the ſame, have 
not only pulled that to pieces, but broke down their, whole Con- 
ſtitution, which their Anceſtors had likewiſe fenc'd by Penalties of 


We have had too much Experigncs.gf 
turns, and brib'd Members in E 


Treaſon, and the moſt ſolemn Oaths that could be deviſed, to tie 


to all ours of the ſame Rank ? and is it not as evident 


up the Hands of their Princes and Parliaments from medling with it. 
Then ſince no greater Security can be thought on than what the 
Scots had for their Conſtitution, who will be Guarantee that their 
Quota of Parliament Men, will not joyn with any of our future Ma- 
nagers and Princes, to pull down our Conſtitution, as they have done 
their own. For my part, I can never think our Magna Charta, O- 
riginal Contract, and Claim of Right ſafe, with ſuch Guardians. Our 
aſpiring Princes have always found enough of ſuch Complaiſant Gen- 
tlemen in England. Therefore I ſee no reaſon why we ſhould con- 
ſent to a Plan for their having a Detachment of 6r more of the 
ſame ſort in a conſtant readineſs to march up from Scotland, On 
this Occaſion, I hope you will allow me one Poetical ſcrap of La- 
tin, | 
Non tali auxilio nec Defenſoribus iſtis 

Tempus eget. | 


Can any thing, My Lord, be more Treacherous and Mean than for 
Men to degrade their own Country, and has not the Majority of the 
Scotch Parliament done this effectuallß / FFF 


14 


ls it not plain that they have given up the Brecedency.of their Lords. 
me Ran s it n that they have 
not thought above 16 of their 156 worthy to be traſted with their He- 
reditary Power of Legiſlature and Judicature? Then for their Commons, 
its as plain they are degraded, ſince of their 152 not above 45 are hy. 
themſelves thought worthy to bear any ſhare of the Britiſũ I; giſla- 
ture; and beſides, they are thought abſolurely unworthy to Have any 
ſhare at all of Sovereign Judicature, which, the Scorch Commoners al- 
ways enjoy'd hitherto as well as their Lords. Pg MT 
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© Upon the whole, My Lord, to me it ſeems ſtrange, that any Engliſh- 
man, whoſe Province it is to adyiſe or agree to things that pals in 

Scotland, ſhould have ſo little regard to that juſt Ballance of Power, 
which has hitherto preſery*d Bur Engl Conſtitution, for I am apt 
to think that our ont ln ill ſcargely be bettered by ſuch Alloy 
as we are like to have from Scotland, on the foot of the preſent Scheme. 


Poor nothing can be more evident than that the Majority of their Par- 
fHament have neither thought their old Conſtitution worth keeping, 
nor taken much care about ſecgring their new one It's true indeed 
they have taken ſome care Fear ſucceeding Princes to preſerre 5 
the Government of their M But I find nothing of any Obligation 
* demanded for what they havè reſery'd as to theit Civil Conſtitution. 
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